Plastic and Laminate Tubes - The Smart Choice for Modern Packaging

Packaging plays a crucial role in product protection, branding, and consumer convenience. Among the many types of packaging available, plastic and laminate tubes stand
out as one of the most efficient, cost-effective, and versatile solutions. Used across industries such as cosmetics, pharmaceuticals, food, and personal care, these tubes
offer significant advantages over alternative packaging formats like glass jars, metal cans, and rigid plastic containers.

This article explores the attributes of plastic and laminate tubes and explains why they are a superior and more affordable packaging choice compared to other options on
the market.

What Are Plastic and Laminate Tubes?

Plastic and laminate tubes are cylindrical, flexible containers commonly used for packaging creams, gels, pastes, and liquids. They feature a squeeze-and-dispense
mechanism, making them user-friendly and hygienic.

- Plastic Tubes - Typically made from polyethylene (PE) or polypropylene (PP), plastic tubes are lightweight, durable, and 100% recyclable.

- Laminate Tubes — Made from multi-layered materials, including plastic and aluminum or barrier films, laminate tubes provide enhanced protection against external
factors such as light, air, and contamination.

Key Attributes of Plastic and Laminate Tubes

1. Cost-Effective Production
Plastic and laminate tubes are significantly cheaper to manufacture compared to glass, metal, or rigid plastic containers. The production process is highly efficient, with
modern technology enabling high-speed tube forming, filling, and sealing, reducing labor and energy costs.

2. Lightweight and Space-Saving

Compared to glass jars, aluminum cans, or rigid plastic bottles, tubes are lightweight and compact. This leads to:
- Lower transportation costs — Less weight means reduced shipping expenses.

- Easier storage and distribution — Tubes take up less space in warehouses and retail shelves.

3. Durability and Break-Resistance
Unlike glass containers, plastic and laminate tubes do not break or shatter, reducing product loss and making them safer for both manufacturers and consumers.

4. Enhanced Product Protection



Laminate tubes offer superior barrier properties, protecting products from:
- Oxygen exposure, which can lead to oxidation and spoilage.

- UV light, preventing degradation of sensitive ingredients.

- Moisture and contamination, ensuring product integrity.

5. Hygienic and Convenient for Consumers

Tubes allow for controlled dispensing, minimising product waste and contamination. Unlike jars, where consumers need to dip their fingers, tubes provide a touch-free

experience, making them ideal for cosmetics, pharmaceuticals, and food products.

6. Eco-Friendly and Sustainable Options

With increasing demand for sustainable packaging, manufacturers now offer:
- Recyclable plastic tubes made from monomaterial PE or PP.

- Bio-based plastic tubes derived from renewable resources like sugarcane.

- Post-consumer recycled (PCR) tubes, reducing environmental impact.

7. Customisable and Brand-Friendly

Plastic and laminate tubes offer endless design possibilities, including:

- Digital and offset printing for high-quality graphics.

- Matte, glossy, and metallic finishes for premium branding.

- Innovative closures, such as flip-top caps or twist-off nozzles for better functionality.

Why Tubes Are Better and Cheaper Than Other Packaging Types

Packaging Type Cost-Effectiveness Durability Lightweight

Plastic & Laminate Tubes Low production & transport costs Unbreakable Easy to transport
Glass Jars )( High manufacturing & shipping costs )( Breakable )( Heavy

Metal Cans )( Expensive production & transport Durable )( Heavy

Eco-Friendliness Hygiene & Convenience

Recyclable & sustainable options No contamination, easy
dispensing

Recyclable X Risk of contamination
from direct contact

Recyclable X Requires tools for

opening, less convenient



Rigid Plastic Bottles ¢ More material & production costs Durable ¢ Bulky Some are recyclable I Requires extra dispensers for
controlled use

Foil Sachets Low-cost material ¢ Prone to puncture Lightweight ¢ Hard to recycle X Difficult to reseal after opening

Plastic and laminate tubes offer a winning combination of affordability, durability, convenience, and sustainability. Their lightweight nature reduces production and
transportation costs, while their customisable design makes them ideal for branding. Unlike glass, metal, or rigid plastic containers, tubes provide a balance between
protection, ease of use, and cost-effectiveness, making them the preferred choice for many industries.

As the demand for eco-friendly and innovative packaging solutions grows, plastic and laminate tubes continue to evolve, offering recyclable and bio-based options.
For businesses looking to optimise costs while delivering high-quality, consumer-friendly packaging, tubes remain one of the best choices on the market.



